Icebreaker: Questions and Cards
Group members try to identify one another based on answers to several questions.
Tami Rudkin | posted 7/12/1999

Hand out index card to every person and have each of them answer the following
guestions on the card. (They shouldn't put their names on the card.) When they are
finished completing the card pick up the cards, shuffle and hand back out. Have each
member read the card they received and have the whole group try to guess who it
belongs to.

favorite hobby

one tool or object they use in their professional life
state or city where they were born

nickname

one profound thought they had this week
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All Different Parts
Utilizing the Body of Christ in your small group

Matt Graybill | posted 6/28/2010

Usually | know my way around home improvement stores, but | couldn't find the one-
switch, two-outlet plate covering that | was looking for. After wandering around for 15
minutes | decided to press the little "need help” button. | waited for a while before an
employee came to stop the repeated announcement. | explained what | was looking for,
and he replied, "I don't work in this department, sorry." Then he just left.

Wow, what customer service! That's why I'm thankful to be in a small group where all of
the people don't "work in the same department.” | love having a group of people
surrounding me and working with me that are able to meet a wide variety of needs.

Diversity Is Better

As a small-groups pastor, | often receive requests like this: "I need a group that's for
people who are five-foot-tall, left handed, and that grew up in Dellview, North Carolina."
Well, maybe not that specific. But many times people want to be in a small group that
looks just like them.

Here's the problem with that line of thinking, though: when you surround yourself with
people like you, you surround yourself with people who have the same weaknesses as
you. And you deprive yourself of some great opportunities for assistance and growth. |
mean, what if you're in a group full of five-foot-tall people and you need something on
the top shelf?
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The beauty of the body of Christ is that we're all different, and our strengths and gifts
are designed to serve each other—and others outside of our group. A single mom can
be served by a couple that can watch her kids and let her go Christmas shopping. A
person who has the gift of hospitality can host a small group at their house. An
encouraging person can send the "I'm thinking of you" card after hearing about the loss
of a loved one. The parents who have older children can say to the young parents, "Oh,
no need to worry about that; it's just a phase.”

You get the idea. Being in a group with people who don't look, think, and behave exactly
like you allows you to serve the needs of others. It also allows the group to serve your
needs.

Do Something

This month, try to maximize the different gifts and talents in your small group by doing
something together. Something challenging and important; something that advances the
Kingdom of God.

Find a service project that you can do as a group, and you'll begin to see how different
your group members are as you work together. Rejoice in this! And leaders, remember
that you don't have to do it all—delegate to each person's strength within your group.

In addition, be open to others joining your group that look, think, and behave differently
than you. Many churches and organizations have groups that are for a specific type of
person—married, younger, older, men, women—and that can be a great thing. But don't
limit your groups to just that. Think about the group Jesus was in. It wasn't all made up
entirely of fishermen, right. Allow your group to function as a community where each
person's strengths can serve the others.

"The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up one whole body. So it is
with the body of Christ. Some of us are Jews, some are Gentiles, some are slaves, and
some are free. But we have all been baptized into one body by one Spirit, and we all
share the same Spirit" (1 Corinthians 12:12-13).

—NMatt Graybill is the Director of Community LIFE at the Lives Changed By Christ community
in Pennsylvania. Copyright 2010 by the author and Christianity Today International.
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